
2025 Friends of The Smithtown Library Scholarship
The Friends of The Smithtown Library, a volunteer organization dedicated to supporting the Library, has awarded its 
17th annual scholarship.  This scholarship is awarded annually to graduating Smithtown Library cardholders.  The first 
place scholarship was presented to Smithtown High School West graduate Rosa Pistone; second place was presented 
to Smithtown High School West graduate Sierra Naedham.  
Rosa Pistone was accepted to Mercy College. She fondly 
remembers being a part of the Summer Reading Program at the 
Library and once she was older she shifted from a participant to a 
volunteer. Rosa feels that volunteering at the Library taught her  
the value of being a part of something bigger than herself.
Sierra Naedham is attending SUNY New Paltz. One of her earliest, 
most enduring memories was visiting the Library to watch family 
movies after Hurricane Sandy. As a teen Sierra feels one of the most 
formative experiences she had was volunteering in the Library’s 
vegetable garden, where she spent an hour each week with other 
teen volunteers tending the plants to donate produce  
to our local food pantry.
The Friends, along with The Smithtown Library, congratulate these  
two young women on this award and wish them much success in  
their future endeavors.

2025 Battle of the Books
Congratulations to our Library’s Battle teams that participated on August 1 at the Hyatt Regency in Hauppauge for 
the 2025 Battle of the Books. The Suffolk County Battle of the Books program is an interlibrary competition between 
teams of teens focused on six young adult novels.  We had three Smithtown Library Teams with 15 teens in total, as 
well as one assistant coach.  Our three teams were The Nesconset Rocket Goats, The Kings Park Exploding Pizza 
Aliens and The Commack Academy of Sleep. Thank you to our teens and Teen Librarians for another successful year!

Our Smithtown Building Reopens!
On Monday, May 5, the first floor of our Smithtown Building reopened to the public with limited services after a nine 
month closure due to devastating flooding to our lower level. Work has begun on the elevator and we hope to have 
the second floor open soon. 
In July, the community approved a bond referendum that will allow the Library to continue work at the Smithtown 
Building and rebuild the lower level. We are grateful for the community’s continued support through this process.
Please check the Library’s website (www.smithlib.org) for the most up-to-date information and to follow the progress 
at our Smithtown Building. 
We are happy to have reopened our Smithtown Building and hope you stop by for a visit soon if you haven't already!

Pictured (left to right): Councilwoman Lynne Nowick, Friends 
President Anita Dowd-Neufeld, Sierra Naedham, Friends Past 
President Anthony Monteleone, Rosa Pistone, Friends  
Scholarship Chair Agatha Monteleone,  Librarian Will Salas
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Message to The Community
Since 1907, The Smithtown Library has been dedicated to providing outstanding services to our community.  
Implementing high quality, educational, informational, digital and cultural services and programming has always 
been our number one goal.  The Library Board, Administration and staff take great care in maintaining modern 
facilities and beautifying our grounds.  Our ongoing mission is to accomplish all of these things while being fiscally 
prudent with your tax dollars.

Robert Lusak
Library Director

Who Can Vote?
Smithtown Special Library District residents who are registered to vote with the Suffolk County Board of Elections.
Voter Registration
New York State Voter registration forms can be obtained in person or online through the Suffolk County Board of 
Elections, at a U.S. post office or at any Smithtown Library Building.
Voting by Absentee / Early Mail / Military Ballots
The Library’s Absentee / Early Mail / Military Ballot Application may be obtained at the Reference Desks at any 
Smithtown Library Building or online through the Library’s website (www.smithlib.org.)
Where do I Vote?
In person voting takes place at the Commack, Kings Park, Nesconset and Smithtown Buildings of the Smithtown 
Special Library District on Tuesday, October 14 from 9:30am-9:00pm.  Your polling site is determined  
by your home address and the Suffolk County election districts.  Instructions on how to determine 
your polling site is available on our website.
Please visit the Library’s website at www.smithlib.org or call our Administration office at  
(631) 360-2489 for more details.

Library Trustee Candidate Information
There are three (3) seats, of a seven seat Board, up for 
election this year all with a three-year term beginning 
January 1, 2026 and ending December 31, 2028.  The seats 
are currently held by Trustees Mildred Bernstein, Annette 
Galarza and Howard Knispel.
The candidates are (listed in ballot order):
Annette Galarza
Howard E. Knispel
Mildred Bernstein, Ed.D.
Mary Ellen McCrossen
Additional information about the candidates can be found 
on the Library’s website.

Smithtown Special Library District
2026 Budget Summary

CALCULATING  YOUR  TAX *
2026 Proposed Estimate Tax Rate per $1,000 = $66.871

Example:

$ 6,000 
Home Assessed

Value  

$  66.871
Tax rate per $1000 of 

assessed valuation
1,000 

$  401.23
Proposed Annual 

Library Tax

*based on the most recent data at time of printing

[ x [÷ =

In the example above, an average house assessed at $6,000 would pay an annual 
library tax of $401.23, an increase of $8.79 per year (73.2 ¢ per month.)
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Mensaje a la comunidad
Desde 1907, la Biblioteca de Smithtown se ha dedicado a brindar servicios sobresalientes a nuestra comunidad.  La 
implementación de servicios y programación educativa, informativa digital y cultural de alta calidad siempre ha sido 
nuestro objetivo número uno.  La Junta de la Biblioteca, la Administración y el personal tienen mucho cuidado en 
mantener las instalaciones modernas y embellecer nuestros terrenos.  Nuestra misión continua es lograr todas estas 
cosas mientras somos fiscalmente prudentes con el dinero de sus impuestos. 

Robert Lusak
Library Director

Información para candidatos a fideicomisarios de la 
biblioteca
Hay tres (3) puestos, de una Junta de siete puestos, en 
elección este año, todos con un mandato de tres años 
que comienza el 1 de enero de 2026 y finaliza el 31 de 
diciembre de 2028. Los puestos están actualmente 
ocupados por los fideicomisarios Mildred Bernstein, 
Annette Galarza y ​​Howard Knispel.
Los candidatos son (enumerados en orden 
de votación):
Annette Galarza
Howard E. Knispel
Mildred Bernstein, Ed.D.
Mary Ellen McCrossen
Se puede encontrar información adicional sobre los 
candidatos en el sitio web de la Biblioteca.

¿Quién puede votar?
Residentes del Smithtown especial biblioteca distrito inscritos para votar en la Junta de elecciones del Condado  
de Suffolk.
Registro de votantes
Los formularios de registro de votantes del estado de Nueva York se pueden obtener en persona o en línea a través de 
la Junta Electoral del Condado de Suffolk, en una oficina de correos de EE. UU. o en cualquier edificio de la Biblioteca 
Smithtown.
Votación por Correo Ausente / Boletas Anticipadas / papeletas militares por Correo 
La solicitud de voto en ausencia/por correo anticipado/militar de la biblioteca se puede obtener en los mostradores  
de referencia de cualquier edificio de la biblioteca de Smithtown o en línea a través del sitio web de la biblioteca   
(www.smithlib.org).
¿Dónde voto?
La votación presencial se realizará en los edificios Commack, Kings Park, Nesconset y Smithtown 
del Distrito de Bibliotecas Especiales de Smithtown el martes 14 de octubre, de 9:30 a. m. a 9:00 p. m. 
Su centro de votación se determinará según su domicilio y los distritos electorales del condado  
de Suffolk. Las instrucciones para determinar su centro de votación están disponibles en nuestro 
sitio web.
Visite el sitio web de la Biblioteca en www.smithlib.org o llame a nuestra oficina de administración 
al (631) 360-2489 para obtener más detalles.

PRESUPUESTO GENERAL
PROPUESTA

Propuesto
2026

Importe total presupuestado $ 17,731,372

Impuesto sobre la Propiedad $  16,922,943

Otros Ingresos $ 808,429

Ingresos totales y saldo del fondo apropiado $ 17,731,372

Cambio Estimado en Dólares en Impuestos 
Anuales $        8.79

Aumento de los impuestos dentro del límite de 
NYS 2.47%

Sueldos y beneficios para empleados $ 13,091,993

Materiales y programas de la biblioteca $   1,301,500

Equipamiento y otros gastos de capital $      137,500

Operación y Mantenimiento de Edificios $ 818,500
Otros Gastos (suministros, comunicaciones, 
seguridad, impresión, franqueo, honorarios 
profesionales, etc.)

$ 835,254

Referéndum de expansión del servicio de la deuda 
aprobado $   1,546,625

Total de Gastos $ 17,731,372

Smithtown Special Library District
Resumen del presupuesto para 2026

CÁLCULO DE SUS IMPUESTO *
Tasa de impuesto estimada propuesta para 2026por cada $1,000 = $66.871

Example:

$ 6,000 
Valor de tasación 

de la vivienda  

$  66.871
Tasa de impuesto por cada 
$1000 de valoración tasada

1,000 
$  401.23

Propuesta de 
impuesto anual para 

bibliotecas

*Basado en los datos más recientes en el momento de la impresión

[ x [÷ =

En el ejemplo anterior, una casa promedio valuada en $6,000 pagaría un impuesto de 
biblioteca anual de $401,23, un aumento de $8,79 por año (73,2 ¢ por mes).



Library Board of Trustees
Annette Galarza • President
Mildred Bernstein, Ed.D. • Vice President
Brianna Baker-Stines • Trustee
Barbara Deal • Trustee
Howard Knispel • Trustee
Christopher Sarvis • Trustee
Theresa Stabile • Trustee 
Robert Lusak • Director
Eileen Caulfield • Assistant Director 
Patricia Thomson • Assistant Director 
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Smithtown Building 
Long Island Room, 
Patent and Trademark 
Resource Center  & Passport 
Acceptance Facility
1 North Country Road
Smithtown, NY 11787
First floor opened with 
limited services.
Check the Library’s website 
for the most up-to-date 
information.

Commack Building
3 Indian Head Road
Commack, NY 11725
Kings Park Building
1 C hurch Street
Kings Park, NY 11754
Nesconset Building 
Administration /
Business Office,
148  Smithtown  Boulevard
Nesconset, NY 11767

www.smithlib.org 
(631) 360-2480


